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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 & 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hidaka et al. (US 
6,782,402). 

Regarding claim 1, Hidaka et al., teach a system of managing image data in a network (Figure 7, copy 
system 1 comprises a copy server 10, a scanner 20 and a printer 21.), comprising: 

an image input device (Figure 1, scanner 20); 

an image forming device (Figure 1, printer 21); 

a network connecting for at least one of the image input device and the image forming device 
(Column 10, lines 7-9, & Figure 1, copy system 1 consisting of scanner 20 and printer 21 is 
connected to the network NW); 

a storage means for storing image data inputted by the image input device (Column 10, lines 33-54, 
copy server controls the reception of scan data from the scanner 20, and the image file area 134 
stores various types of image files); 

and a client computer, connected to the network (Figure 1, client terminal 2), for managing the image 
data stored in the storage means via the network (Column 10, lines 25-32, & Figure 1, client terminal 
2 communicates data exchange, via the network, with communication device 14 in copy system 1 to 
manage the image data stored in the image file area 134). 
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Note also that storage means in the image forming device, although not mentioned specifically by Hidaka 
et al., is essential if printer 21 is to function. Therefore, storage means in an image forming device is 
inherent to the teachings of Hidaka et al. 

Claim 3 recites identical features as apparatus claim 1, except claim 3 is a method claim. Thus, 
arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are equally applicable to claim 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 & 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hidaka et al. (US 
6,782,402) & Kurachi (US 6,181,436). 

Regarding claim 2, Hidaka et al., teach the system according to claim 1 . Hidaka et al., further teach the 
image forming device including a network interface (Hidaka et al., Figure 7, printer 21 interfaces through 
copy server 10 with network NW). Hidaka et al. do not teach an image forming device including a 
storage means or a converter for converting and storing binary and text data, although their teachings 
include a converter and storage means included in the copy server 10. 

However, Kurachi teaches a printer with storage means and a converter means (Figure 3, printer 
contains print data converting device 3d, print data storing device 3b, and rough image storing device 3g). 
Figure 1 shows the direction of data, wherein binary print data is inputted into the printer, stored and 
converted to text/image print job data which is released to the client apparatuses through the network. 
Kurachi also teaches the network interface 12 to include a software for managing the text data, and 
transmits the text data stored in the text data storage section to the client computer (column 7:lines 35- 
40). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the Kurachi data exchange system with the Hidaka et al., system because the teachings of 
Kurachi would allow the printer to do the job of the copy server 10, thus reducing the amount of parts in 
the Hidaka et al., system. 

Claim 4 recites identical features as apparatus claim 2, except claim 4 is a method claim. Thus, 
arguments similar to that presented above for claim 2 are equally applicable to claim 4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kyle Pendergrass whose telephone number is (703) 306-3445. The examiner can normally 
be reached oh Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners supervisor, 
David K. Moore can be reached on (703) 308-7452. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned in (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application of proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9700. 
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